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"And they éried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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EXCEPT YE REPENT! 


By OSWALD J. SMITH 


Visions of the night troubled me. 
I could not sleep. It seemed as 
though the. voice of God was 
speaking. The Spirit interpreted 
the message, and I wrote. I know 
now that I was sent with heavy 
tidings, for God has a controversy 
with man. 


He spoke. Heavy was the mes- 
sage. The Spirit interpreted. 


The Scarlet Letter—at one time 
worn with shame -—— is now ac- 
cepted with indifference. Seldom, 
in the old days, especially among 
the Jews, or, for that matter, in 
countries like Scotland, were there 
those who would indulge. Stand- 
ards of morality’ were high and 
virtue priceless. The influence of 
the Bible vanquished evil passions 
and kept us pure. 


But what of tarday? Our hotels 
have become brothels. Rooms are 
provided in our beer parlours for 
indulgence. Freedom between the 
sexes is no longer tabooed. Even 
among our Students there is sin. 
Illigitimate children abound. Abor- 
<ions are frequent. Our girls have 
become murderers, the blood of 
their unborn is upon their hands. 


Woe! Woe! to us. Judgment is 
certain. Doom is sure, God’s com- 


mand, “‘Thou shalt not commit 
adultery,” has been violated. 


I sought to close my eyes, for 
the night grew darker, but I could 
rot sleep. Again the Spirit spoke. 


I saw them as they danced. It 
was past midnight. Every now and 
ihen they slipped away and, in 
some darkened corridor, encour- 
aged one another to drink. Many 
were soldiers in uniform, Their 
companions. were girls from our 
High Schools and Colleges. They 
claimed they had had enough, but 
they were pressed to take more. 
Soon they were staggering .like 
imbeciles, allowing indecent and 
even revolting familiarities, their 
inteliects stupified by the liquor 
they had consumed. 


Oh, it was enough it make the 
angels weep. In the old days it 
was the men. Now it is the women 
— painted, worldly, and lost, then 
modestly forever gone. No wonder 
God has a controversy with this 
generation. Sin abounds, and there 
is no repentance. 


Woe! Woe! to us. The day of de- 
struction is near at hand. Tribu- 
lation will be our lot. 


(Continued on page two) 


One Sends: 80 


Subscription 


Hundreds of ‘Subscriptions Pouring 
in; Offer For New Subscriptions Or 
For Others Closes Dec. 15. Big 
New Book, "Twelve Tremendous 
Themes" Free With Each | yr. 
Subscription at $1.00 


From Huntington, W. Va. a 
reader of the SWORD sent in 80 
subscriptions, each new reader to 
get the free book, “Twelve Tre- 
mendous Themes,” by’ Evangelist 
John R. Rice. That was a thank 
offering to God for great bless- 
ings received recently. Hundreds 


tare taking advantage of our snec- 


ial offer. Here it is; for each new 
subscription or each subscription 
for others to this weekly Christian 
paper, we give absolutely free the 
177 page book of teaching cn 
twelve great Bicle doctrines. The 
book is the largest, most expen- 
sive gift we have ever offered. 
Pages are extra large, Strong pa- 
yer cover is printed in red with 
author’s picture. 


This offer is not good now for 
present subscribers to renew their 


(Continued on page two) 


What Will 


When Jesus Comes? 


Happen 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


INTRODUCTION: The Second Coming of Christ a Literal Coming 


“I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself ;’” — John 
4432; 3. 

“For the Lord himself shall de- 
cend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: angl 80 shall 
we ever be with the Lord’— I 
Thess. 4:16,. 17. 

“And while they looked sted- 
fastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel; which also said, 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into.heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go in- 


| to heaven’— Acts 1:10, 11. 


The night before His crucifixion 
Jesus told the disciples, “If I go 

. . 1 will come again” (John 14: 
3). Jesus did go. He ascended up 
to Heaven, to prepare a place for 
us in the Father’s house of many 
mansious, as He promised. Now 
He must eome again:to receive 
us, His own, to Himself so that 
where He is there we may be al- 
so. As surely as Jesus went away, 
He must come again. 


“For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven,” said the in- 
spired apostle Paul (1°Thess. 4: 
16). And that coming of the Sav- 
iour will be “with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God,” and at 
the same time “the dead in Christ 
shall rise.” The second coming of 
Christ does not mean death,: does 
not mean the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. No, it is ‘the Lord him- 


(Continued on. page three) 
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We had already arranged for the photographer, think- _ 
ing we would have a capacity crowd; then the rain came. 

See the balcony not full, though it had been full even 

two or three week nights, and the preceding Sunday 
night. This night there were 14 professions of faith in 
Christ, as I remember 12 of them new converts who had 
never before trusted Christ as Saviour. A pumber of 


pee 


evenings there were more, 17, 18 and 20 conversions. =- 

You can see only part of the fine choir of about 100 
voices, sometimes more. Over 60 people were in the choir 
fifteen or more times, by careful records kept each night. 
On the platform you can see a number of ministers in 


sunday Night Crowd, Rice-Shufelt Union Revival Campaign, East Huntington, West Virginia 


ington, W. Va. 


front of the choir. Usually there were twelve or fifteen, 
frequently more, codperating pastors°on the platform. 
We are sorry the picture is not clear enough to distin- 
guish faces clearly but thought you would like to glimpse 
a crowd, about the average or a little more, of the cam- 
paign in Hast Huntington High School auditorium, Hunt- 
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THE NEW BOOK 
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3. The Universal Malady, Sin 


6. The Love of the Spirit 


8. Sunday or Sabbath? - 


12. Jesus May Come Today 


seat 


12 GREAT DOCTRINES 


OF THE SIBLE, TAUGHT WITH WONDERFUL 
CLEARNESS AND EVANGELISTIC CHARM 


1. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible 
2. Scientific Acciracy of the Bible. Proven 


the 
% 


9. Is There Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? Fo 9 
10. Is the Torment in Hell Eternal 2 : oe 
11. “Churches” and The Church” 


or 
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4. Double Theme of All the Prophets 
5. “Paul's Gospel” or Kingdom Gospel” 


7. Can A Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 
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Here is the new book, Twelve 
Tremendous Themes given free 
with each one year subscription 
for others at $1.00 a year. Note: 
the chapter titles in the picture. 
The long chapter on “The Verbal 
Inspiration of the Bible’ fills a 
great need, showing how the Bi- 
ble itself claims, and the greatest 
Bible believers agree, that in the 
original manuscripts, God gave the 
very words of the Bible, that the 
Bible is the infallible Word of God. 
You surely will be strengthened 
by this strong chapter. 

The chapter on “The Scientific 
Accuracy of the Bible” shows that 


~ the Bibdle-teaches the world is a 


ball hung out in space on nothing, 
that it rotates on its axis, that 
there are other worlds or planets; 
all this the Bible told thousands of 
years. ago when scientists knew 
nothing of it. It tells how the Bi- 
ble taught clearly that the life of 
the body is in the blood, (food di- 
gested by blood, oxygen taken in 
the body by blood in the lungs, 
poisons thrown off by the blood, 
tissues, bones, healed by the blood, 
ete.) though scientists until re- 
ceut times thought letting out 


‘bicod was a good treatment for 


disease, and did not- even know 
it circulated! How the Bible gave 
the truth of Mendel’s law, of var- 
iety within species, but no new 
species, ten times in the first chap- 
ter of the Bible! Rich for College 
and High School students who 
might be misled by ignorant and 
wicked unbelievers. See that they 


read this chapter; we believe it 


is unanswerable. 

Then the two chapters on Hell 
prove, with many scriptures, that 
Heil ig literal, with literal fire, and 
that the punishment of Hell is 
eternal. Can you prove that? The_ 
chapter on “Paul’s Gospel’ or 
“Kingdom Gospel” and the one 
called “The Double Theme of All 
the Prophets” will save many for 
the curse of ultradispensationalism 
and Bullingerism, and wil make all 
the Bible a simple, understandable 
whole in doctrine. The chapter 
“Churches and the Church” an- 
swers many questions about local 
congregations and the bride of 
Christ, when the church began, etc. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
Dec. 26, 1941, at the post office 
at Denton, Texas, under the Act 


of March 3, 1897. 
“EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


blished weekly at 208 South Elm 
. Denton, Texas. Editorial 


Hale Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


‘Subscription Price: $1.00 a year, 


BB igh $2.00. | 
$1.50 a year. | 


“Sunday or Sabbath, which should 


Christians observe?’ is a Bible an- 
swer to the false doctrine of Sev- 
enth Day Adventists, the Voice of 
Prophecy broadcast, etc. Thousands 
have already been helped by it. So 
with all the chapters of clear Bi- 
ble teaching, proving every point 
with many scriptures, so the hon- 
est reader can see for himself what 
the Bible really says and what it 
means. 


What Dr. Robert G. Lee, Noted 
Memphis Preacher, Says. 


Dr. Robt. G. Lee, pastor of Bell- 
vue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. wrote the introduction. He 
says: 

“Without claiming full agree- 
ment as to every iota of every 
statement, yet without taking is- 
sue with the author at any point, 
and with gratitude for the book 
with its alluring andalliterativetitle 
—‘“Twelve Tremendous Themes”’— 
I commend it as a worthy book 
which will be profitable for all to 
possess and propagate. I have read 
tne manuscript with delight and 
with profit and with prayer that 
it will have a wide circulation. 
Such a book is needed and will, 
when read and preached, do im- 
measurable good in this day of in- 
vertebrate theology, jelly-fish mor- 
ality, India-rubber convictions, see- 
saw philosophy, scientific conceit— 
when some speak .with breath 
strong with conjectural onions and 
foul w.,th the garlic of critical con- 
tempt for Scriptural certainties. 


“This book is truth.simply and 
pungently phrased. It sets forth 
conclusions clearly and concisely 
expressed. It is declaration satura- 
ted and foundationed with the 
Scriptures. It makes appeal woo- 
ingly and earnestly uttered. This 
book is real bread and meat for 


the strengthening of Christians, 


real milk for nourishing the Chris- 
tian, honey for sweetening the 
Christian, fire for warming the 
Christian. Those who read it and 
lay hold of its truths will know 
that it is stimulation for the slug- 
gard, stirring for the complacent, 
anchorage for the unstable, cour- 
age for the timid, insistence for 
the undecided. 


“This book honors God, honors 
the Christ who is God, honors the 
Holy Spirit, honors the church, 
honors the Gospel, warns the wick- 
ed, invites the sinner to accépt 
Christ—and comforts all who be- 
lieve the Bible to be the inspired, 
infallible, inerrant Word of God. 
“trobert G. Lee, D.D.,L.L.D.,Litt.D. 

Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church 
Memphis, Tennessee.” 

You will want the new book. 
Well. you may have the 177 large 
pages, these twelve big chapters 
free by sending a subscription for 


1 year to THE SWORD OF THE. 


LORD to someone else, or your 
own. subscription if you are not 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Rev. Orten H. Carder, pastor of 
the Fourth Avenue United Breth- 
ren Church wrote the following 
word for The Sword of The Lord. 


"EAST HUNTINGTON REVIVAL" 


“In union there ‘is strength; 
many were reached unitedly that 
could not be reached by individual 
churches. 


“The fellowship enabled the pas- 
tors and the people of the twenty 
individual churches to become ac- 
quainted each with the others. 
Problems became mutual that had 
been considered by congregations: 
as peculiar to their church only. 
Victories were shared also, selfish- 
ness was pushed into the back- 
ground and securing membership 
became secondary to making dici- 
ples. 


Except Ye Repent! 


(Continued from page one) 


Is there any escape? Or will 
the fires of Gehenna engulf us? 

I saw our magazines, sex pub- 
lications, with their filthy pictures 
and suggestive stories, our inde- 
cent bathing beaches, and our 
parked cars devoted to licentious- 
ness. I saw the graft and dishones- 
ty, the political corruption of 
those in high office. I heard the 
swearing and cursing of the popu- 
lace, and the filthy stories. with 
which one entertained another. I 
watched the smoke from cigarettes 
held between painted lips, as wom- 
en, once the highest of God’s crea- 
tion, stepped down from their ex- 
alted pedestal to poison their bod- 
ies and those of their unborn chil- 
dren with nicotine. I saw, too, the 
violence and cruelty of man to 
man, the persecution and torture 
of the oppressed, and the barbar- 
ity of our mudern c:vilization. Whe 
can describe it —- the corruption 
of the human heart? 

I saw it as in a vision, but L 
knew that it .was true; and the 
Spirit interpreted it to me. Then 
heard I the voice of the Lord as 
I shuddered at the sight; and thus 
He spoke: 

“Except ye repent, ye shall per- 
ish.” (Luke 13:3). 

But will men repent? Or will 
they be damned? Can we be saved, 
or is it already too late? For the 
nation — I know not. But for the 
individual — yes. If he will repent, 
God will withhold His judgment. 
It is either mercy or condemnation. 

If you will confess. that you are 
a sinner, and if you will repent 
and turn to God, He will forgive 
you. But you must renounce your 
sin, forsake it utterly, and accept 
Jesus Christ as your personal Sav- 
iour. I know you have trans- 
gressed, and that you are guilty. 
But He bids me tell you that 
“though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1% 
18). “Go,” He says, “and sin no 
incre.” 

Jesus bore your sins in His own 
body on the tree. Your debt has 
been paid, for He atoned with His 
own precious blood. “The Lord 
hath laid upon Him the iniquity 
of us all” (Isa. 53:6). Hence, you 
can now be forgiven, and your 
sins, great though they are, blot- 
ted out. “He will have mercy and 
sbundantly pardon.” 

Will you then, right here and 
now, admit that you are a sinner, 
worthy of death, and receive Je- 
sus Christ as your Sin-Bearer, 
your Substitute, your Saviour? 

To-day is the day of Grace. God 
cffers mercy. Tomorrow will be 
the day of judgment, when wrath 
will fall upon every Christ-reject- 
ing sinner, What, then ,is to be 
your decision? If you go on in 
your sin, you will be lost. If you 
turn from your sin and accept 
Christ, you will be saved. It is 
for you to decide. 

‘The wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). “The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die.” (Ezek. 18:4). 
“Except ye repent, ye shall. . » 
perish,’ (Luke 13:3). Oh, then, 
repent. Accept Christ, and accept 
Him now. 


Pe ee 


many as you like, get a book for 
each subscription. 
Send’subscriptions to The Sword 


of The Lord Publishers, 145 N. 


Hale St., Wheaton, Til. This offer. 
closes'at midnight, Dec. 15, so have 


your letter postmarked before that 


now taking the paper. Send 45S| time. 


* 


Friday, December 3, 1943 


ee ee eR 


ECHOES OF HUNTINGTON REVIVAL 


“The cords were lengthened as 
the stakes were strengthened and 
reached out all over the city and 
to many all over the Tri-State 
area, not only by the radio mes- 
sages but by personal contacts. 

““We are expecting much good 
yet to be reported’ from both 
churches and individuals for 
months to come, in a spiritual 
awakening beginning in the union 


campaign led by John -R. Rice and 


J. Stratton Shufelt. 


“Orten H,. Carder, 
“Pastor, Fourth Avenue Unit- 
ed Brethren Church.” 


DR. JOSEPH W. HAKES WRITES 


We also. have two letters from 
Dr. Joseph W. Hakes, pastor of 
the Twentieth Street Baptist 
Church, which was among the 
twenty churches officially codper- 
ating in the campaign. Dr. Hakes 
writes; — 

“Dear Brother Rice: 
“I rejoiced in my spirit when 
J learned of your coming with 
Brother.Shufelt to Huntington for 
evangelistic meetings, and now 
that the meetings have come to a 
conclusion, I am still rejoicing. 

“Your ministry has made a tre- 
mendous impact upon all the co- 
Operating churches. Many Chris- 
tians will never live again’ on the 
low levels of worldliness. Your 


_fearless preaching of the word, so 


aptly illustrated from your long- 
time experience, has caused the 
seed to fall not on the surface, but 
deep in the soil. Much of the faith- 
ful sowing will bear fruitage in 
the days that are to come. 

“It was self evident of the warm 
place you have in the hearts of 
the people of East Huntington as 
expressed in their uplifted hands 
when I asked them on Sunday 
night how many of them have 
come to love you. Then again when 
the service came’ to a close last 
night to see the tears in the choir 
and the congregation was an evi- 
dence of the feelings of the people 
toward you and the blessing you 
have brought. 

“I shall never forget last-~Sun- 
day afternoon’s meeting when you 
spoke on the return of the Lord. 
As I watched the congregation I 
could see the Spirit of. God bring- 
ing deep conviction and I was not 
surprised at the results. 

“I trust God will continue to 
bless your ministry and that our 
paths wiil cross often as the Lord 
tarries. } 

“Cordially yours in the bonds 
of Christ, 
“Joseph W. Hakes.” 

Later Dr. Hakes writes of the 
transformation in one of the 
schools in the area. | 

“One of our members who is 
a public school teacher, said that 
for twenty years she started her 
work with one of the children in 


(Continued on page three) 


| Chris*mas number, 


80 Subscriptinns 


(Continued from page one) 


cwn subscriptions. But you may 
stil. send subscriptions for your 
tniends ti'] Dec. 15, and with each 
subscription you may have, either 
for yoursef or for the friend, a 
copy of the big book, Twelve Tre- 
mcndous Themes.” Here is your 
easiest way to get good Christ- 
mas gifts for your friends. Here is 
a blessed way to help get out 
the gospel. Many thousands have 
first gotten the SWORD OF Tix 
LORD as a gift and then sub- 
scribed for themselves. That is the 
reason for the rapid growth of 
the paper. | 


But you must ge your subscri)- 
tions in the mail by Dec. 15; just 
so the letter is postmarked by mud- 
night Dec. 15 we will be glad to 
send the free pre nium book with 
each subscription. If you want the 
gift subscription to begin with 
please rush 
your leiter at once. If requested, 
we will:send a gft card announc- 
ing your gift of a subscription. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


1, Send name and full address, 
very plainly written, or printed. 


2. Send $1.00 for each name to 
receive the SWORD for one year. 


3. If you renew a subscription 
for someone else, mark it renewal. 
(your own renewal does not get a 
free book. now) 


4. If you~want a card sent an- 
nouncing that you are giving the 


subscription as a Christmas gift, . 


be sure to say so plainly. ‘ 


5. Mail subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD PUB- 
LISHERS, 145 N. Hale St., ‘Wheat- 
on, Ill. ‘ 


6. Pray about it; have you done 
your part in getting this revival- 
producing paper into the homes of 
others? Somebody probably sent 
you your first copies. There is no 
way we can combat the bad lit- 
erature, the teachings of false 
cults, the soul-destroying blight of 
modernism and equally deadly 
worldliness, except as revival fires 
are spread. Get people to praying, 
reading the Bible, trying to win 
souls, by getting them to read 
weekly these sermons of America’s 
foremost soul winners, reading ac- 
counts of souls saved, in the 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Pray, 
I say, and then send ail the sub- 
scriptions you can. 


ONLY ONE MORE MENTION, 
NEXT: WEEK, THEN THE OF-. 


FER IS.DONE. GET YOUR SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS IN AT ONCE! 


SUBSCRIBE! 


$1 a year — $2 for 3 years 
145 N. Hale St. Wheaton, Ill. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Story - Hour - Series 


BIBLE ABC BOOK 
FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES 
STORIES ABOUT JESUS 
BEDTIME STORIES 
FIRESIDE STORIES * 
HAPPY HOUR TALES 

A HIVE OF BUSY BEES: 
PATHS OF UPRIGHTNESS 
THE BIBLE PRIMER 


‘This group contains 4 Bible Story books and 5 books of 


Character Buil 


ding childrens stories. Size 9 x 64% inches. Attrac- 


tively printed with large type. Beautifully illustrated in colors. 


Strong, durable paper cover. 


These books would be ideal gifts for Sunday School teachers 


or for any one else wanting 
home where there is a child 


a really nice gift for children. Every 
should have them: 


PRICE EACH 35c 
or the whole SET of 9 books for only $3.00 


LIFE OF CHRIST VISUALIZED 
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR CHRISTIANS 
Three beautifully colored 48 page books, telling in continous 
picture-strip form the complete life story of Jesus. 675 brand- 
new colored pictures absolutely true to the scripture. 


COMPLETE IN GIFT BOX — 3 books for $1.00 


or sold separately — per dozen $3.50 


; 


SWORD BOOK ROOM 


145 NORTH HATE ST.. 


A a 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS - 


a 


ss. . 
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Friday, December 8, 1948 
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“PETTING AND THE SCARLET SIN” 


NEW BOOKLET, 24 LARGE PAGES, 10c, BEAUTIFUL. SPECIALLY 
NEEDED BY YOUNG PEOPLE; GIVES BIBLE ON 
CARESSES AND PETTING. 


8 Other Attractive 10c Booklets. 


We are printing a new series of 
24 page booklets in bright colors, 
pictured covers, on important and 
popular themes. Some of these are 
brand new. Older ones are being 
reprinted in this new style. They 
are strikingly attractive, a nar- 
guin at 10¢ each, or 15 copies for 
$1.00. The large pages are 542 by 
7% inches. 

1. First we mention “Petting and 
th2 Scarlet Sin.” It is printed m 
maroon colored ink on canary yel- 
low paper and the pictured cover 
shows a young man and young 
woman with the Word of God be- 
fore them. Some of this materiai 
was printed in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and was so popular 
that 2,000 extra copies were re- 
quested by readers! It is so plain 
on what is wrong with petting «nd 
necking, and how they lead to 
Aduitery, taat two people stop! ed 
their subscriptions after reading 
it, but many many young peorle 
wrote to tell tearfully and graie- 
frilly that now, for the first time 
they could understand the sin and 
danger of petting and telling how 
they. were quitting it, and preach- 
ers wrote begging that it be ptt 
in tract form for wide distribution. 
One pastor of a large church asked 
that 1,000-copies be reserved for 
him if we printed it in booklet 


. form. 


« Bere are the subheads of the 
booklet; 

How Necking and Petting Alluve 
and Teimpt Millions to Adultery 

The Bible on Caresses 

Married Love and the Petting 
of Hustand and Wife 

Sex Passion and Bodily Desires 
When Lncouraged Often Over- 
whelm Reason: and Override the 
Will 

Petting Prepares the Body for 
‘the Married Relation -° 

Other Harmful Results ‘of Pet- 
ting Besides Adultery 

Some Rules About Lovemaking 
te Avoid Sin 

Suggestions for Engaged Cou- 
ples to Avoid Sin. 

Be Charitable; Do Not Judge 
Harshly 


We have had printed 20,000 cop- 
ies of this booklet, but we think 
this supply will be exhausted in a 
few weeks, as we anticipate an 
enormous demand. We know of 
nothing else in’ print on the sub- 
ject written from the Bible view- 
point, and thorough, chaste yet 
plain and easily understood. It is 
needed. It will save thousands 
from the scarlet sin, we believe, 
and lead young people to a con- 


“gecrated Christian life, and pave 


the way for happy and godly mar- 
riages that will last. : 
Will you help get this out? We 
suggest a copy be given every 
Christian college teacher, every 
teacher of young people in Sun- 
day School, each president of 
Christian EXxrdeavor, Epworth 
League, Luther League, and B. Y. 
P. U. You can do great good with 
this booklet. Specially, we should 
see that each earnest pastor who 
believes in a separated Christian 
life and wants to help young peo- 
ple, gets a sample copy of this 
booklet. You will like the beauti- 
ful appearance, the full, scriptural 
and scientific treatment, the ten-. 


der appeal to holy living. Best of 


all, it is so attractive in makeup 
and matter that young people will 
read it gladly, almost without an 
exception. 

We suggest you get 15 copies 
fer $1.00 at once and distribute 
them among interested groups, and 
we feel sure they will spread rap- 


idly. Special prices on 100 or more 
copies, much cheaper, sent on re- |. 


quest. 


OTHER !0c BOOKLETS 
BY JOHN R. RICE 


“HELL —. What the Bible Says 
About It.” 40 large pages, six 
chapters, many scriptures, an- 


-swers all the principal objections 


from the Bible. Has led to many 
conversions, a blank./A 
compelling book of e preach- 
ing vette’ apt illustrations, self- 


Lost?” New size, 24 pages, includ- 
g cover, 5% by 7% inches, beau- 
tifelly printed on india tinted pa- 


a 


per in brown ink: Many scriptures. 
Explains scriptures misunderstood 
to teach saved persons can be lost, 
then gives positive, kindly Bible 
teaching that has convince thou- 
sands. 


“Religious But Lost.” Shows how 
millions of church members, lodge 
members and well meaning moral. 
men and women are lost, though 
they think they are saved. Start- 
ling Scriptural proof, many illus- 
trations. Maroon ink on pink pa- 
per, beautiful booklet for cultured 
and intelligent people who need to 
know how to be saved through the 
blood, by faith. Has led to many 
conversions. 24 large pages. 


“Rebellious. Wives and Slacker 
Husbands.” A new printing, 24 
large papes, including self cover. 
Dark green ink on light green pa- 
per, pictured, artistic cover. This 
booklet has saved homes from be- 
ing broken, restored husbands and 
wives suing for divorce, made 
many happier, helped Christians 
to get adjusted to each other after 
the Bible pattern in the home. 
Clearly shows God’s teaching un- 
der these chapter headings; 1. MAN 
TO BE HEAD OF WIFE. Iz. 
MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY TO 
GOD. III. WIVES SHOULD “SUB- 
MITTO,” “BE SUBJECT TO,” “BE 
IN SUBJECTION TO,” “BE OBE- 
DIENT TO,” and even “REVER- 
ENCE” ‘THEIR HUSBANDS. IV. 
HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR 
WIVES EVEN AS CHRIST AL- 
SO LOVED THE CHURCH AND 
GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT.” 

“The Backslider.” A most help- 
ful and popular message. It tells, 
with many scriptures, the truth 
about these matters. I. WHAT IS 
A BACKSLIDER? If. WHY PEO- 
PLE BACKSLIDE: THE OLD 
ADAMIC NATURE. III. THE 
SORROWS OF BACKSLIDING. 
IV. ARE BACKSLIDERS SAVED 
OR LOST? V. HOW TO GET 


producing in one color a great 
painting of the Prodigal Son in 
his father’s arms. Will clear up 
doubts, bring backsliders back to 
God, show how to live victorious 
| Christian life. Colored ink, 24 pag- 
es in all. 

“Sunday or Sabbath, Which 
Should Christians Observe?” A:Bi- 
ble answer to honest Seventh Day 
Adventists, Voice of Prophecy Pro- 
gram, etc. Proves Jewish sabbath, 
Saturday, was given to Jews only, 
as part of ceremonial law, was 
never made known before Mount 
Sinai, is never commanded to any 
but Jews, that New Testament 
warns Christians plainly not be 
bound by this Old Testament shad- 
ow of the coming of Christ; that 
it is now nailed to the cross like 
circumcism, Jewish feast days, and 
commands against eating pork, 
etc. Much new material added, 
shows why Bible observance, as 
practiced in Palestine is impossible 
around the world, shows other 
heresies of Seventh Day Advent- 
ism, why they keep their ‘identity 
hidden in Voice of Prophecy radio 
program, etc. You need this. 24 
large pages, beautifully printed, 
pictured self-cover. | 

“Tobacco; Is Its Use a Sin? 
Cigarette Facts. (scientific). How 
to Quit.” 24 smaller pages, plus 
colored cover, striking picture. 
They read this! Has led hundreds 
to quit tobacco. Should be put in 
hands of tens of thousands of 
Christians who have never seen 


the harm in using Tobacco. Is 
scriptura:, kindly, and actually 
‘convinces 


“All Have Sinned.” 32 pages, 
paper. A. maroon ink on pink 


b gs conviction. Has led to many 


| conversions. Help spread it among 


unsaved. Each Christian should 
read it. Soundest Bible teaching, 
very thorough on this subject. 


the blood of Christ can keep us 
ont of Hell. - 

ALI, THE ABOVE SELL FOR 
10¢ KACH, 15 COPIES, MIXED 
KINDS OR THE SAME KIND, 


‘LISHERS, 145 N. 
on, TH. ee 


BACK TO. FULL FELLOWSHIP | 
WITH GOD. Beautiful -cover,’ re- | 


A strong Bible sermon, | 


Shows all alike are sinners, only | 
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self” who shall descend from 
Heaven! Jesus is really coming 
again. 


Witn mingled sorrow, joy, and 
awe, the disciples stood that day 
on Mount Olivet when Jesus as- 
cended tc Heaven after giving His 
last command to His disciples, and 
a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. And two angels called “men 
in’ white apparel” were suddenly 
found standing beside the disciples 
and they said, “Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heav- 
en? this same Jesus, which is tak- 
en up from you into heaven, shall | 
so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” Jesus 
went away in His literal, physical 
human body. Thomas had put his 
fingers in the wounds made by 
nails in His hands, and had put 
his hand over the wound in the 
side of the Saviour (John 20:27). 
When Jesus rose from the dead, 
He said to His disciples, “Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: handle me, and see; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have.” And then He 
asked for food and “they gave 
him a piece of a broiled fish, and 
of an honeycomb. And he took it, 
and did eat before them” (Luke 
24:39-43). This: Saviour with a 
body which ate and drank and 
digested food, this Saviour .with | 
flesh and bones, this Saviour that 
the apostles handled, ascended to 
Heaven. And some day “this same 
Jesus ... Shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.” 


There is more in the Bible about 
the second coming of Christ than 
about His first coming! All the 
Scriptures about His first coming 
were fulfilled to the letter. Jesus 
was literally born of a literal vir- 
gin. He was born in a literal town, 
Bethlehem, as was foretold. He 
fulfilled literally the promise that 
He would ride into Jerusalem upon 
a colt the foal of an ass. The 
prophecies that He would have 
stripes by which we are healed, 
that He would be wounded for our 
transgressions, that He would be 
pierced, that He would be hanged 
on a tree, that His body should 
not see corruption in the grave 
but’ would arise from the dead — 
all these were fulfilled literally. 
So the prophecies about Christ’s 
second coming must be fulfilled 


Huntington Revival 


(Continued from page tue) 


her. class reading a passage of 
scripture. When she returned to 
her work this fall she could not 
get any member of the class to 
volunteer to do the reading. The 
reading had always been 2n a 
voluntary basis. She was greatly 
distressed and went through con- 
siderable heart searching. 


“Her children heard your mes- 
Sage and the following morning 
snc had ten volunteers and since 
that time about that many each 
day. This is one of the results 
of your meeting in Huntington. I 
thought I wanted to share this 
with you.” 

Brother J. Stratton Shufelt, 
blessed gospel singer, and the edi- 
tor, Evangelist John R. Rice, are 
new in a revival campaign in El- 
m.ra, N. Y., where a number of 
churches are codperating. Services 
are held in the large Lake Street 
Presbyterian Church. Some are be- 
ing saved in practically every serv- 
ice. Today in a consolidated High 
School nearby there were about 
twenty-five or thirty professi.ns of 
faith. Between 60 and 75 claimed 
Christ in the Elmira Reformatory 
Sunday morning, six at Corning N. | 
Y. Sunday at 11:00 and two or 
three at a specially called Youth 
Rally at Binghampton last night, 
(Monday night). Mr. Shufelt and 
I were royally ente: tained in Prac- 
tical Bible Training School at 
J¢Dbnsoh City, N.: Y. yesterday 
morning, where Dr. Davis, the 
good president dismissed classes 


-twe hours so we could sing and 
preach and pray with the students 


trom 10:30 A. M. till 12:30. We 
were their guests at noon. The 
Junior class elected me an honor- 
ary member, presented me a love- 
ly diploma in a touching ceremony. 
The Rice-Shufelt party plans to 
continue together in union cam- 
paigns, and already have a num- 
of invitations for union reviv- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


a) efforts. We covet your prayers. 
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What Happen When Jesus Comes? 


just as literally as the promises 
about His first coming. Jesus is 
coming again. 

What will happen when Jesus 
comes ? , 

There are two phases foretold 
about the second coming of Christ. 
First, the Saviour will descend 
from Heaven to the air above the 
earth, and will call out all His 
saints to take us to the Father’s 
house in Heaven. Sleeping bodies 
of Christians who have died will 
be raised; the bodies of all living 
Christians will be changed, glori- 
fied in a moment, and together we 
will meet the Lord in the air, and 
He will take us to the place pre- 
pared for us. Later He will return 
with us to the earth, to set up 
His throne at Jerusalem, fulfilling 
the Scriptures by reigning on the 
throne of His father David. But 
it is the first phase of Christ’s 
coming.of which we write here. 
What will happen then, when Je- 
sus first comes into the air to re- 
ceive His saints? Then there will 
be a glad surprise, a glorious res- 
urrection, a grand reunion, a 
grieyous separation, and a grave 
accounting. Now let us see what 
God’s Word has to say about five 
great subjects connected with 
Christ’s coming. 


l. A GLAD SURPRISE 


No one knows the day nor the 
hour of the Saviour’s coming. No 
one. knows even approximately 
when He may come. Yet Jesus 
may come at any moment. For all 
those who look for the coming of 
the Saviour with hungry hearts, 
His coming will be a glad, glad 
surprise! This is' the teaching of 
many, many Scriptures, all of them 
inspired of God, most_of them from 
the mouth of the Saviour Himself. 

In Matthew 24:36-39 the Saviour 
Himself gives this solemn warning 
of the unexpected .suddenness of 
His return. - 

“36 But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the ang- 
els of heaven, but my Father only. 

“37 But as the days of Noe 


were, so shall also the coming of 


the Son of man be. 

“38 For as in the days that were 
beforé the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, 

“39 And knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be.” 

Even the angels in Heaven do 
not know when Christ will return! 
No man in the,world, then; can 
tell when Jesus will come. You 
cannot tell by measuring the great 
pyramid, counting an inch for a 
year as some have foolishly sup- 
posed. 

You cannot tell by taking a 
prophecy in Daniel and making a 
year mean a day, as many have 
tried to do. God Himself knows the 
difference between a day and a 
year. When He said day, He meant 
day. When He says year, He means 
year. But He never told when 
Christ would return. 

If any one thinks he has a reve- 
lation from Heaven, an impression, 
a leading of the Holy Spirit that 
tells him when Christ will return, 
he is dead wrong. God does not 
reveal that to anybody. The time 
of the Saviour’s coming is a tre- 
mendous surprise. It will be a glad 
surprise to those who look for 
Him, those who are saved and 
ready. for His coming. It may be 
a sad surprise to others, but it 
will be a surprise. 

In the same chapter, in Matthew 
24:42-44 Jesus said again, 

“42 Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what.hour your Lord 
doth come. 

_“43 But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and 


‘would not have suffered his house 


to be broken up. 

“44 Therefore be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 

Again the Saviour makes it clear 
that we do not know what hour 
the Saviour will return, and that 
we ought to be always ready, “for 
in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh.” 

In these two es Jesus 
told us that His coming would be 


as sudden and as unexpected as 


the flood in the days of Noah. 


Noah kept telling the people that 


a ficod was coming. He told them 
so for one hundred and twenty 
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years,..but they did not believe ~ — 


him. Even when Noah and his fam- 
ily went into the ark and God shut 
the door, they did not believe the 
flood was coming. And it did not 
come yet for seven days (Gen. 7: 
10). Poor, sinful, unsuspecting 
people continued eating, drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage 
until the very day that Noah -en- 
tered into the ark, we are told 
(vs. 38 above). 


And then the Saviour tells us 
(vs. 43 above) that Christ’s com- 
ing will be as sudden and unex- 
pected as a thief who breaks into 
@ house at night when all are 
asleep. 

In Matthew, chapter 25, Jesus 
gives the parable of the ten vir- 
gins going out to meet the bride- 
groom, We are told that “while 


the bridegroom tarried, they all ~ 


slumbered and slept’? (Matt. 25: 
2). They did not know just when 
he was coming, and at midnight 
when the bridegroom came, they 
were surprised and some were not 
ready for their lamps were gone 
out because they had no oil. And 
Jesus gives the moral of that story 
in verse 13 in these words, ‘‘Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of man cometh.” 

Again,in Mark 13:32-37 the Sav- 
iour gives strong warning that His 
coming will be unexpected, that no 
man can foretell the time, that all 


ought to earnestly watch. Jesus. 


said: 

“But of that day and that hour 
kroweth no man, no, not the ang- 
els which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 

“Take ye heed, watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time 


“For the Son of man is as a 
man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority 
to his servants, and to every man 
his work, and commanded the por- 
ter te watch. 

“Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at mid- 
night, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning: 

“Lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping. | 

“And what I say unto you I 
say unto all, Wateh--——---—— 
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The angels in Heaven do not 
know when the Saviour will re- 
turn! 

Even the Son Himself, while He 
was here on earth and had pur- 
posely limited knowledge, did not 
know when He would return. 
Doubtless, now in Heaven the Savy- 
iouS knows all that the Father 
knows, and has been glorified with 


the glory He had with the Father | 


before the world began. But if the 
perfect Saviour while on earth did 
not know of the time of His re- 
turn, any other man who claims to 
know is presumptuous and ignor- 
ant. He is mistaken. No one on 
earth knows when the Saviour will 
return. - 

Jesus is like a man who has 
taken a long journey after giving 
clear order to His servants. He 
does not tell them just when He 
is to return, but they are.to be 
ready to-receive’ Him whenever He 
comes. So we are commanded, 
“Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning.” O’ let us not be spiri- 
tually asleep! Let us watch for 
the coming of the Saviour! 

An old Civil war veteran of the 
Confederate army tells how he got 
home to Mississippi after the long, 
sad years of war. He said, | 

“After the war was over,a group 
of us boys from Mississippi struck 
out for home. We had no horses, 


almost no clothes, no shoes, our 


feet were bleeding and frost bit- 
ten, tied up with gunny’ sacks. 

“Through a wrecked Southland 
we trudged our way. Finally we 
were within a few miles of home 
in ‘ole Mississippi,’ foot sore, 
tired and weary.” 

The other gaunt soldiers wanted 
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{ What Will andes When Jesus Comes? 


- finds 


add his own glad cry, 


a 


} _, “While 


(Continued from paye three) 


to lie down and sleep and go on 
the rest of the way in the morn- 
ing. But Bill said, “I am on fami- 
liar ground; just a few more miles 
and we will be home for break- 
fast.”’ The others said, “We are 
too tired; let’s sleep.” 

But Bill said, ‘“‘No, I am going 
home, going to eat breakfast at 
home in the morning!”’ 

He left the group, dragged on 
through the night, and when the 
first break of day came, he stood 
on the last hill from home! He 
Saw the smoke going up from the 


~“chimney -where his mother was 


getting breakfast. 


He forgot he was tired, forgot 


his bleeding feet. He quickened his 
pace, ran, came to the foot of 
the hill, to the lane leading up to 
the house. His young brother Jim, 
sitting on the rail fence, happened 
to look his way and saw him. Jim 
shouted to those in the house, 
“YONDER COMES BILLY! YON- 
DER COMES BILLY!” 


‘Out came father and mother and 
all the family! The slaves and all 
came running. Whites and blacks 
together struck out down the long 
lane. They grabbed him, hugged 
him, carried him up to the house, 
took off his rags. They bathed him 
and gave him clean clothes. And 
all together shouted and laughed 
and praised’God for Billy’s home- 
coming! 

Well, Jesus’ coming for His own 


will be as unexpected as_ that. 


When we hear the glad shout, ‘‘Be- 
hold, the bridegroom cometh; go 
ye out, to meet him,” it will be a 
glad surprise. Like a sweetheart 
who has so long looked for the 
homecoming. of her Soldier and 
him suddenly come and 
knocking on her door, so will the 


‘saints~of God meet our Saviour, 


our Beloved, our Redeemer, our 
King! 

The Saviour taught us all to 
pray, “Thy kingdom come.’’ Surely 
that means that we should be look- 
ing for the King. And wnen the 
beloved John had written the book 
of Revelation, closing the canon 
of Scripture, Revelation 22:20, the 

_in the Bible ex- 
cept the closing salutation says, 
“He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly.” ’And 
the beloved John was allowed to 
“Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus’! O, 
it is the cry of my heart today! 


“It may be at morn, when the day 
+ is awaking, 
When sunlight thro’ darkness 
 .. and shadow is breaking, 
“That Jesus will come in the full- 
ness of glory, 
To receive from the world 
‘His own.’ 


“It may be at midday, it may be 


*2 at twilight, 


It may be, perchance, that the 
blackness’ of midnight | 


"Will burst into light in the blaze 


of His glory, 
When Jesus receives ‘His own.’ 


its ‘hosts. cry Hosanna, 
from heaven descending, 
With glorified saints and the 
angels attending, 


With grace on His brow, like a 


halo of glory, 
Will Jesus receive 


“Oh, joy! oh, delight! should we 
go without dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no 
dread and no crying, 


‘His own.’ 


'Caught up thro’ the clouds with 


our Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives ‘His own.’ 


Lord Jesus, how long, how long 
Ere we shout the glad song, 


| Christ returneth! Hallelujah! 


Hallelujah! Amen. Hallelujah! 
Amen.” 
A GLORIOUS RESURREC- 
TION 


There are many reasons for 
Christians to look forward to the 


500 TRACTS A YEAR 
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coming of the Saviour. And one 
of them is that death will be for- 
ever conquered for the Christian, 
and the graves will give up their 
sainted dead! 

Very early death became a real- 
ity to me. When I was about five 


| years old my baby brother, little 


Porter, died and left us: Although 
she had four others, my mother 
grieved and grieved, and.in a’ few 
short months she too lay on her 
death bed. There, in a vision, she 
saw. with glad eyes the Saviour 
and her baby. She had my cousin 
sing, “How Firm a Foundation.” 
We wept while she rejoiced. Then 
we promised to meet her in Heav- 
en, and she closed her tired eyes 
and crossed her thin hands upon 
her breast and smiled and fell 
asleep. 


I remember the November day 
when we laid her body away. My 
father knelt béside the open grave. 
There was no white muslin to hide 
the raw dirt of the grave, like a 
wound in the earth. No fake, man- 
made carpet of grass was thrown 
over the clods. My father put one 
arm around his two little orphan 


girls, and one around his two lit- 
‘tle boys and watched as they low- 


ered the precious body in its dark 
casket into the bosom of mother 
earth. The rain beat down upon us 
and a friendly neighbor woman 
held an umbrella over our heads. 
O, death! death! DEATH! All the 
years my lonely heart has known 
the. reality of death. . 

Years later I was preaching in 
a revival campaign in Louisiana 
when a telegram brought me word 
that Papa had had a stroke, and 
that I must come at once if Il 
hoped to see him alive. The long 
night on the train I listened to the 
rails clicking under my head and 
faced the fact that I would soon 
be without my father. He lived 
about two years, by God’s blessing, 
and then he went home to be with 
the Lord. 

As a pastor and radio minister, 
I have been called to preach many 
a funeral. I have thus stood by 
many a death-bed. I have said 
what words I could to comfort 
sorrowing loved ones. And the best 
thing I ever found in the Word 
of God to comfort bereaved hearts 
is this truth: when Jesus comes 
the graves will give up their dead? 

In I Thessalonians 4:13-18 are 
these sweet and comforting words: 

“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 


| sorrow, not, even as others which 


have no hope. 

“For if we believe that__ Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. 

' “For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. 

“For the Lord himself shall de- 


-géénd from heaven with a shout, 


with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

“Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up togeth- 
er with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. 

‘Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” 

When Jesus comes into the air 
to receive His saints, what is the 
first thing that will happen? Why, 
beloved friend, then “the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with’ the trump of 
God: AND THE DEAD IN 
CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST.” 

The same blessed and comfort- 
ing truth is taught in I Corinthians 
15:51-57, as follows: | 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, 

“In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed. 

“For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 

“So when this sereagtibie shall 
have-put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to 


up 
“QO death, where is thy sting ? 
‘ave, where is thy victory? 
sting of death is sin; and 
sin is the law. 


| same kind ‘of bodies 
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“But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When the trumpet sounds at the 
Saviour’s coming in the air to re- 
ceive us, the resurrection of the 
sleeping “bodies of all the Chris- 
tians of all ages will ‘take place 
“in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye.” -Corruption must put on 
incorruption! Mortal bodies must 
become immortal! The poor, de- 
caying bodies that have crumbled 
back to dust will be reassembled 
by the mighty power of God. The 
spirits of these departed saints will 
return with Jesus and enter into 
these new, resurrected _ bodies. 
They will be glorious bodies. They 
will be bodies never to be sick, 
never to be weak, never to have 
pain, and never, never to die! 

Do not fret when you remember 
that the bodies of some saints may 
have been dissolved in the waters 
of the seven seas or that other 
bodies have been burned and the 
gases have been wafted by breezes 
of the illimitable air and only a 
hand full of ashes remaining may 
have been sprinkled on a flowing 
stream. Never mind; the God who 
made all things and made man 
from the dust of the earth in his 
own image, knows how to make 
again the bodies of the Christian 
dead. And they will be new bodies, 
glorious bodies without taint, with- 
out sickness, without weakness and 
without ,the germs or frailty of 
mortality. 

O, the glorious hosts that will 
rise from the cemeteries of the 
world! O, the armies of saints who 
wil] assemble from the battle fields 
and plague spots of the world! O, 
the joyful redeemed gathering 
from the bosom of the sea! The 
dead in Christ shall rise! Their 
spirits will return from Heaven to 
enter into glorified bodies and 
these bodies will be caught up to 
meet the Saviour in the air. 

All of us, however young or wise 
or good, have the seeds of death 
in our bodies. We live in a dying 
world. It is said that Alexander 
the Great, world-wide conqueror at 
thirty, had a court fool to whisper 
again and again in his ear, “Alex- 


ander, thou art mortal!” But if the | 


court jester of Alexander knew 
that all men are mortal, and that 
“the paths of glory lead ‘but to 
the grave, ” then he was not a fool, 
but a wise man. For we are no 
sooner born than we begin to die. 
Even in the years of seeming 
health our bongs are growing brit- 
tle, the exuberant strength begins 
to lessen, the hair begins to thin 
or turn gray, the eyes grow slow- 
ly dim; death slowly approaches. 

With some melancholy I realize 
that I am not physically the man 
I once was. I could not now ride 
bucking broncs, nor play out the 
full four quarters of a college foot- 
ball game, nor lift nine hundred 
pounds, nor chin myself fifteen 
times on a bar. My eyes need 
glasses, I must watch my diet, I 


‘cannot play all night without pay- 


ing a price. I am only. forty-sev- 
en, but I have in my body the sen- 
tence of death. 

But O, the physical slowing 
down of the years is little com- 
pared with the awful evidences of 
sin in me. People die because of 
sin. And every day I am conscious 
of the self-will of the wicked dis- 
interest in God and in the Bible 
and prayer, of the concern about 
worldly things and the little inter- 
est in eternal things! Like Paul I 
have wept many the time, finding 
that “in me (that is, in-my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing,” and that 
“when I would do good, evil’ is 
present with me,” and “So then 
with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the flesh the 
law of sin” (Rom. 7:18, 21, 25). 
Like Paul, I cry out, “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this’death?”’ 

Well, bless God, when Jesus 
comes I shall be delivered from 
the body of this death. When Je- 
sus comes, the resurrection fact 
and promise is not only for the 
Christian dead; it is for the Chris- 
tians living! 

First Corinthians 15:51, 52 says, 

“Behold, I shew you a mys- 
tery; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall be changed, 

In ‘a moment, in the twink- 
ling. of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be 
-yaised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.” 


When the Christian dead are 


raised, then the ee ve 
shall be changed. We 
§ they get! As 


|old nature 


will get. the 


\ 


a ee ee ee 


os 


eS will be done with sickness, 
done with weakness, done with 
sinning, and done with dying, .so, 
blessed be God, shall ye! In one 
giad and glorious moment of time, 
when Jesus comes and ‘the shout 
is heard and the trumpet is blown, 
yea, even “in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye”’ all of us who 
have been converted, who have 
been ‘saved,-and who are yet alive 
when Jesus comes, will be changed 
and given resurrection, glorified 
bodies. 

Romans 8:10, 11 explains this 
precious hope of the glorification 
of our bodies. 

d if Christ be in you, the 

is dead because of sin; but 
the Spirit is life because of righ- 
teousness. 

“But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the deal shall also 
quicken your. mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

Those of us who are saved have 
Christ within us, in the presence 
of his Holy Spirit. Our bodies are 
dead because of sin, even though 
we are rn again, even though 
we are Christians. Even God’s own 
saints on earth have the sentence 
of death upon our bodies, because 
ve are still sinners. We are sin- 
ners forgiven, sinners saved; but 
the sentence of death is on our 
bodies because of our sin. But we 
also have the Holy Spirit in us. 
And this Holy Spirit who lives in 
the body of Christians is the One 
who will suddenly change us and 
miraculously make our bodies per- 
fect, sinless, holy when Jesus 
comes, The same Holy Spirit that 
“raised up. Jesus from the dead 
... Shall also quicken your*mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you.” 

O, how spiritually minded Chris- 
tiams long for that day when we 
will sin no more! And Romans 8: 
19-23 tells us of the glory that 
awaits our created bodies. 

“For the earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God. 

“For. the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope. 

“Because the creature itself also 
shally be delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 

“For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now. 

“And not only they, but :our- 
selves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 


the redemption of our body.” 


You see that our created bodies 
were made subject to vanity. But 
thank God, “The creature itself 
also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into. the 


glorious liberty of the children of 


God.” Christians now have saved 
souls. One day we will also have 
saved bodies! We have now “the 
firstfruits of the Spirits,” but well 
taught Christians “even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 

Now my soul is saved. I am still 
waiting for the redemption or sal- 
vation of my body. I will get that 
when Jesus comes. 

Turning back again to that glor- 
ious passage in I Corinthians, 
chapter 15, we read in verses 54 
to 57: 

“54 So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

“55 O death where is thy sting? 
O. grave, where is thy victory ? 

“56 The sting of death is sin; 
and the strength of sin is the law. 

“57 But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

That, for the Christian, is the 
end of death! Then we can shout, 
“O death, where is thy ? 
grave, where is thy victory?’ We 
can rejoice over all the empty 
graves from whence our loved ones 
and the blessed’ dead will be risen. 
And we can rejoice over our own 
and corruptible body 
which will have been chahged 
and glorified. “And not until then 
ks death, where is 


ot. 
& 


'the Scripture says, 


rejoicing! Then what sweet sense 
of the perfect holiness for which 
earnest Christians have long 
sought! When sin is finished for 
the Christian, then death will be 
finished, too, at the return of 
Christ. 

That glorious victory over death 
is headed up in Romans 16:20, 
“And the God of peace shall bruise 


‘Satan under. your feet shortly.” 


That refers to the second coming 
of Christ. Did not God promise 
in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head? And that did not hap- 
pen at the crucifixion. Then Satan 
bruised the heal of the Seed of the 
woman, Christ. But when Christ 
shall come the second time, then 
the God of peace will bruise Sa- 


tan under our feet. O, thank God, 


the promise says that it shall be 
shortly! In I Corinthians 15:51 are 
two blessed lessons for us. Let us 
read that verse again. 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed,”’ 

First, it is quite clear that some 
Christians will never die. The Bi- 
ble does not teach Christians to 
look forward to death but rather 
to look forward to the coming of 
the Saviour which may come at 
any moment and deliver us for- 
ever from the prospect of death. 
Perhaps some now living may nev- 
er die. If Jesus comes today, God’s 
saints, those converted and saved, 
will be caught up to meet Christ 
in the air, changed in a moment 
without dying. The song puts that 
happy aspiration of a saint in these 
words, 


“Oh, joy! oh, delight! should we 
go without dying, 

No sickness, no sadness, no 
dread and no crying, 
Caught up thro’ the clouds with 

our Lord into giory, 
When Jesus receives 
own.’ ”? 


‘His 


False cults have seized on this 
truth and have sometimes made it 
odious by connecting it with un- 
scriptural teaching. But it is a 
blessed fact nevertheless, that 
many Christians will never die. 
Those of us who are alive when 
Jesus comes will be changed in- 
Stantly and caught up to meet 
Christ in the air along with those 
raised from the graves. How Chris- 
tians then ought to joyfully look 
for Jesus to come. 


‘And the second truth taught in 
I Corinthians 15 is that there will 
be no split rapture, no division of 
the saved ‘when Jesus comes. “We 
shall not’ all sleep’; no, we will 
not all die, “but we shall ALL be 
changed.” Some people have 
thought that only Christians who 
are filled with the Spirit, or only 
those who are sinless and perfect, 
“wholly sanctified,” as some people 
Say, will be caught. up to meet 
Christ at the rapture. But that 
is not the teaching of the Bible. 
The Bible teaching is that the 
glorification of our bodies was 
bought on the cross. It is a part 
of salvation. It is all of grace. We 
ao not deserve the salvation of our 
souls. It is “not of works lest any 
man should boast.’’ And we do not 
deserve “‘the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body,” which 
Romans 8:23 says will take place 
when Jesus. comes. We do not de- 
serve it, but it is a part of salva- 
tion, a salvation wholly of grace, 
purchased by the blood of Jesus 
Christ for us who trust in Him. So, 
“we shall ALL 
be changed.” Every one of the con- 
verted, born again people whose 
bodies are in the graves will be 
changed, glorified, and given res- 
urrection bodies in that moment 
when Jesus comes. And likewise 
every living person who has been 


‘converted, who has trusted in this 


Saviour for redemption and ever- 
lasting life, will be changed. Not: 
a-word is said about any of the 
Christian dead who will miss the 


resurrection. Not a word is said 


about any of the Christians living 
who will miss that glorious change. 
When Christ comes to receive His 
bride, He will not take an arm and 
a leg, and a handfull of hair, but 
He will take His entire bride, all © 
of the born again saints. Someone 
has well said that it will be a 
rapture, — a rupture of God’s 
chisdren. O, the glorious resurrec- 
tion when ‘Jesus comes! 


